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1. The Promotion of Innovation in European Regional Policy

2. A European challenge: R&D excellence & Regional Innovation

3. Two policies with complementary objectives: a history on          

collaboration in search of synergies 

4. A way forward

EU R&D Funding and Structural Funds Innovation promotion: 

two different policy delivery mechanisms 

with complementary objectives
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The Promotion of Innovation in European Regional Policy: 

a silent (r)evolution

1989 -1993: approximately 4% for innovation (2 billion out of 50) 
(L. Tsipouri, IPTS Report N° 40, 2004) 

o Community initiatives: Science and Technology for Regional 

Development - STRIDE, TELEMATIQUE, ENVIREG, VALORENé

1994-1999: approximately 7% for innovation (7,6 billion out of 110)       
(L. Tsipouri, IPTS Report N° 40, 2004) 

o Pilot Projects: RIS, RIS+, RTTs, RISI, RISI2, IRISI, EBN, BICs

2000-2006: approximately 11% for innovation out of 195 billion

o ñRegions in the new Economyò: PRAIS ïRegional Programs of 

Innovative Actions 400 million

2007-2013: approximately 25% for innovation (86 billion out of 345)

o Article 5 of the ERDF: innovation as a priority for the 

ñCompetitivenessò objective -31.000 R&TD projects identified in only 

95 ERDF Programs (40% of total budget) (Nordregio 2009)

o Regions for Economic Change
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Priority themes in 434 Operational Programs in 271 regions 344.305.598.427

Research and technological development (R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship 50.046.501.271

01 R&TD activities in research centers 5.783.265.653

02 R&TD infrastructure and centers of competence in a specific technology 9.899.436.081

03 Technology transfer and improvement of cooperation networks (Clusters and Business Networks). 5.577.995.235

04 Assistance to R&TD, particularly in SMEs (including access to R&TD services in research centres) 5.573.990.437

05 Advanced support services for firms and groups of firms 5.150.882.219

06 Assistance to SMEs for the promotion of environmentally-friendly products and production processes 2.504.554.193

07 Investment in firms directly linked to research and innovation 9.029.635.350

09 Other measures to stimulate research and innovation and entrepreneurship in SMEs 6.526.742.103

Information society 13.028.213.085

11 Information and communication technologies 3.597.833.221

12 Information and communication technologies (TEN-ICT) 523.787.206

13 Services and applications for citizens (e-health, e-government, e-learning, e-inclusion, etc.) 5.225.072.351

14 Services and applications for SMEs (e-commerce, education and training, networking, etc.) 2.144.358.160

15 Other measures for improving access to and efficient use of ICT by SMEs 1.537.162.147

Increasing the adaptability of workers and firms, enterprises and entrepreneurs 14.427.929.049

62 Development of life-long learning systems and strategies in firms; training and services for employees ... 9.752.889.678

63 Design and dissemination of innovative and more productive ways of organising work 1.897.998.513

64 Development of special services for employment, training and support in connection with restructuring of sectors ...  2.777.040.858

Improving access to employment and sustainability 3.247.192.561

68 Support for self-employment and business start-up 3.247.192.561

Improving human capital 4.926.200.421

74 Developing human potential in the field of research and innovation, in particular through post-graduate studies ... 4.926.200.421

Total for innovation in a broad sense 85.676.036.387
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Cohesion policy helps shifting the policy mix of public investment 

towards innovation


