
S
li
d

e
 1

. 
 ©

 w
w

w
.f
ib

e
ro

p
ti
c
v
a
lle

y
.c

o
m

  
2

0
0

9
-0

6
-2

2

Viewpoints on EU funding and 

co -operation
from

Fiber Optic Valley, Sweden

- An Innovation System for Regional Growth

Ist Workshop on Research Funding and Structural Funds

Ingmar Höglund

Co-founder and now senior adviser

Ingmar.hoglund@fiberopticvalley.com

+46 (0)70 216 6864

mailto:Ingmar.hoglund@fiberopticvalley.com
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Why did we start Fiber Optic Valley 
(or why fiber optics)

What is Fiber Optic Valley

What is our experience of almost 
ten years of EU funding and co-
operation
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Why Fiber Optics?

Internet is only 16 years old ða teenager

40 billion pages of 

information 

20 000 radio stations

10 000 TV stations

Free of charge world wide 

telephony

Thousands of university 

courses 
20 úper month

This would not exist without fiber optics!
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Why Fiber Optics?

The only known telecom technology for 

very high capacity information transfer 

The most energy-saving technology for 

transmitting digital information

Important new application possibilities

Itôs the infrastructure of 

the future

Besides, opto fiber is capturing lots of 

applications besides telecom
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Fiber Optics is a Must
for the Fiber Optic Valley Region
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Fiber Optic Valley

Hudiksvall

Sundsvall

Gävle

Söderhamn

Ljusdal

Delsbo

Bollnäs

Iggesund

An non-for-profit associ-

ation owned by its members 

established in Mid-Sweden

in the region between 

Sundsvall and Gävle with 

Hudiksvall as center

Mission ïcreate jobs 
through RD & I
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Fiber Optic Valley Focus Area 1:

Specialty Fiber
E.g.

Endoscopy 

Sensor technique

Å Heat, Moisture, Vibration, gases etc.

Welding, Cutting, Marking

Å 10 kW through the glass fiber

w
w

w
.s

ie
m

e
n

s.
o

rg

w
w

w
.o

ly
m

p
u

s.
o

rg



S
li
d

e
 8

. 
 ©

 w
w

w
.f
ib

e
ro

p
ti
c
v
a
lle

y
.c

o
m

  
2

0
0

9
-0

6
-2

2

Fiber Optic Valley Focus Area 2:

Fiber To The End User ðFTTx

A gigantic restructuring of the infrastructure

From telephone network to data communication network

From Kbps to Gbps to Tbps per user in 20 years
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Fiber Optic Valley Focus Area 3:

Testbed for Broadband Applications

Technology for broadband services in 

need of large transmission capacity

E.g.

Å Bring the theatre to your living room 

Å Stay in touch at home with your doctor

Å Simulation/training


